Lokavishkar International E-Journal, ISSN 2277-727X, Vol-1I, Issue-III, July-Aug-Sept2013

Jewett’'s The Country of the Pointed Firs: An Ecofermistic
Perspective

Balasaheb Sagade,
Assistant Professor, Department of English, Nevgs AClommerce and Science
College ,Ahmednagar, Maharashtra, India

" Abstract ||
Sarah Orne JewettBhe Country of the Point irs reflects ecofeminism. The novel

shows that how the women characters are playingfignt role in sustaining nature
Jewett shows an ideal society in which man and avotive happily. The novel
depicts cultural ecofeminism where women are marenected with nature. The
novel also deconstructs the patriarchal systengander discrimination.
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The Country of the Pointed Firs is set in the fictional town of Dunnet Landing thre
coast of Maine and the action of the novel revolesind the town and surrounding
islands. InThe Country of the Pointed Firs Jewett shows the harmonious relationship
between man and nature. The expansion of industexalopment has caused severe
tension and alienation of man and nature. JewetheCountry of the Pointed Firs
criticizes how the industrial development has safgakr man from nature. Jewett
shows that nature and people are closely connesitil each other. Jewett's
characters accept the beauty and the power ofenatuwell as its rhythm and circle.

The Country of the Pointed Firs is full of natural description. Jewett at the beggn
presents the beautiful picture of trees and forektwett shows that trees are very
important part of this environment and ecosystenee3 create oxygen and without
trees human life is not possible .Jewett exprelssefove for trees:

As we looked upward, the tops of the firs came slagainst the blue sky. There was
a great stretch of rough pasture - land round tioelsler of the island to the eastward,
and here were all the thick-scattered gray roclks klept their places, and the gray
backs of many sheep that forever wandered andriethe thin sweet pasturage that
fringed the ledges and made soft hollows and stfggeen turf like growing velvet.

| could see the rich green of bayberry bushes aedethere, where the rocks made
room. The air was very sweet. (The Counry of thmted Firs 40)

The above paragraph opens with the beautiful nlaso@nery. The various aspects
such as thick forest, blue sky, green turf, swestyrage, fresh air and lovely sheep
enrich its beauty. The sight of the Green Islandegidelight to our eyes .This
beautiful and peaceful Green Island looks like @erden of Eden created by God.
The narrator is a woman and attracted by this ahturauty that she wants to be a
member of this idyllic Green Island .The narrateel§ very free from the noisy city
life .As Brian Carty points out that,” the influemof nature inThe Country of the
Pointed Firs is transcendent since animals and plants are coemp® of natural life
and a link of the universe” (8).

The narrator is enchanted by the natural beautii@@pennyroyal trees. In this Green
Island all the women are very happy and they halldreedom to do anything they

www.liirj.org ISSN 2277-727X




Lokavishkar International E-Journal, ISSN 2277-727X, Vol-1I, Issue-III, July-Aug-Sept2013

want to do. Along with nature women are free fromy aoppression and
discrimination. Along with Mrs .Blackett, the othevomen characters are also
connected with nature. The women characters inrnbiel treat nature with respect
.They also love to other life forms .These womemkhthat all life froms are
connected with each other. Their thoughts are wangh similar to the cosmologist
Brian Swimme .Swimme (1990) observes:

All life is connected ; the destinies of the treasl all the peoples of the Earth are
wrapped together .But more importantly is thatliél is sacred .The destruction of
any living being is a disaster ( 22).

The women characters advocate the harmony andi@gendence between man and
nature .The narrator, Mrs.Todd, Mrs.Blackett arengnsed in natural beauty .The
natural surrounding helps them to cultivate andfpuheir soul. Mrs .Todd and the

narrator enjoy the beautiful sunshine in natureictvtsymbolizes hope and bright
future:

Suddenly, as we looked, a gleam of golden sundimek the outer islands, and one
of them shone out clear in the light, and revedigelf in a compelling way to our
eyes. Mrs Todd was looking off across the bay vdatliace full of affection and
interest. The sunburnt upon that outermost islaratlenit seem like a sudden
revelation of the world beyond this which some éati to be so neat.” That's where
mother lives,” said Mrs .Todd. (The Country of fPe@nted Firs 31)

Mrs Todd and the narrator are lost in admirationthef beauty of the scene. They
experience the magnificent rays of the sun agytlights the surrounding area.

Mrs .Todd is an herbalist and knows so many seabtait nature. Therefore she
always has a mysterious attitude towards natures.Tddd cultivates, collects and
processes herbs for the well being of the village#sich is an admirable act. Mrs.
Blackett who is Mrs. Todd’s mother is over eightays old but she lives happily on
an isolated island surrounded by the pointed s Blackett lives for the happiness
of the other people .All the people who meet her r@freshed and inspired by her
warm motherly affection. These qualities have war love and respect from
everyone.

In Dunnet Landing, men and women live happily and.Blackett is their spiritual
leader. Mrs .Blackett represents the Mother Eartthe novel. Mrs.Blackett lives in
Green Island and is very close to nature .She srijugs complete freedom and in her
company the other people also enjoy freedom.

Jewett portrays the female centred society frem fitee patriarchal restrictions. They
are independent women who work hard in Dunnet Lemdieanwhile they also seek
for freedom physically as well as spiritually .Thegnsider that to have an abortion
means to liberate their body from physical opprmssiThey negate all the

institutional laws of patrilineal society by termating pregnancy. Mrs .Tilley, Joanna
and Mrs.Todd are childless because they do notdikeave children. They think that
men force them to produce children. The pennyrgaht help them to avoid

pregnancy .After consuming some leaves of the peyay pregnancy is prevented.
Women get the sexual freedom .Pennyroyal is Mrgld®ofavourite herb that affects
the human procreation. The pennyroyal plant staiodsthe freedom which the

women like .In the novel The Country of the PoinEes ,women are able to absorb
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nutrient from nature to nourish their soul, whiaigthen to be more independent and
wiser. Female narrator understands the value dlir@atMrs.Todd ,Mrs.Blackett
,Joanna prefer to live in the company of natureeyTlive in harmony with nature,
they absorb the essence of nature ,thus becomimgrfid and fearless ,all the
women characters show us that nature not only regtall the life on this earth but
also have a great healing power.

While reading the novel, we feel that as if wewedking through the forest, climbing

on the mountains and wandering at the sea shoren\Whk feel that we are very close
to sea, forests and mountains, we experience tlygcrpawer of the universe .In the
company of nature, we forget our tension and weri¥¢hen we embrace nature we
are healed automatically. This shows that natuseahgreat healing power. Nature is
the very listener of our inner secrets and thedreafl emotions. Therefore nature is
more merciful and powerful.

Jewett’s ecological consciousness warns the huroatordominate nature. Our life is
depend on the nature. Nature is not the objecbofjgest .The human beings must
have the sense of responsibility to protect natuggder to live with it peacefully.

Conclusion: Jewett'She Country of the Pointed firs is an ecofeminist novel because
women characters are connected to nature .Natwéden given a deep respect by
the women characters. The novel eradicates theegelgtrimination. It also presents

an ideal society which will be free from any kinddiscrimination.
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