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Globalization which started some time ago is an ongoing thing that cannot be stooped. It 

is multi fetched phenomenon which ramifies into all areas of the human life. Since the 

idea of globalization is a thing that comes from Secretary of GATT i.e. Arthur Dankel 

and from rich countries of west. Many developing and third world countries welcome it 

with much delight as it offers them a great deal in terms of capital flow which promises 

prosperity. Other perceives it with a thoughtful and skeptical attitude by questioning as to 

what are the hidden agendas of globalization. To them, globalization is a new agenda of 

the west to re-colonize the East. It is seen as a new approach of how the Western 

hegemony can be imposed on the political, economic, social cultural and other aspects of 

the people in the Asian. In light of the present world scenario, this paper intends to 

explore what globalization is all about, what sort of impact it has on the Asian 

civilization, very particularly in the areas of education and culture.  
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INTRODUCTION: 
                 At the moment globalization is a buzz word in everyone’s lips. Since two 

decades ago until today,   this topic has caught the attention of many concerned people 

worldwide, governments, scholars  and  the academia, business community worldwide, 

economists, students and others were interacting the issue of globalization. Various 

seminars, conferences and meetings held by government and universities also discussed 

on the issue of globalization mainly on benefits and disadvantages.     The most of 

discussion and debate is on the question of who will be the real benefiters and losers of 

globalization. In these seminars they can prepare how to make strategic plans to meet 

challenges to face with coming challenges of globalization. Most of the thinkers stated 

that GPL is something devised by the west and directed towards the developing and 

underdeveloped countries of the world.  It impacts the human lives like economics, 

culture, political and social aspects.  

           Globalization has happened and it is an ongoing process. It is a multi affected 

factor, which goes into all areas of human life. This paper would like to explore some of 

the definitions of globalization and how globalization affected on aims on education.  

Objectives of the Study 

The present study has the following objectives. 

1) To study globalization and changing aims of education  

2) To study the impact of globalization on education. 

Abstract 
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3) To study the impact of globalization on cultural aspect.  

Methodology Adopted : 

         This paper is prepared entirely on the basis of secondary sources of data, 

such as books, online journals, study material of professional courses and 

websites.  

Meaning and Definition of Globalization:  

               Globalization is a pre-modern phenomenon that has already started in the 

fifteenth century with the European colonial policy of expansionism to subjugate most 

parts of Asia and Africa.  Through colonialism the Western superpowers then tried to 

expand their power and influence on the underdeveloped countries in the world. The 

motto behind the coming of the western powers was based on three G’s: Gold, Glory and 

Gospel. 

               With the coming of the western powers to Asia and to other parts of the world, 

they brought along their culture, custom and language, system of administration, law and 

order in having their hegemony over the countries that came under their control. 

          Jan Aart Scholte has given the meaning of Globalization; there are some definitions 

like: 

1. ‘Globalization is another word for internationalization’ this definition explains 

international exchange and interdependence among the countries in the world.  

2. ‘Globalization as liberalization. Through liberalization countries remove 

restrictions on the movement of capital from one country to another by applying 

‘open’, borderless economy. 

3. The third meaning to the world Globalization means universlization.  The 

meaning of universalization is process of spreading various objects and 

experience to people living in the four corners of the world.  
4. ‘The forth meaning of Globalization is referred to westernization or 

modernization. Through the westernization process, the pre-existing culture in the 

underdeveloped countries is replaced with the western culture’.
2  

                       In simple words globalization means free flow of capital, people, news and 

information with electronic media from one country to another, without being subjected 

to any form of restriction imposed by the government in the world.  

Education: Meaning and Definition 

               Education is one of the most important needs of mankind. It helps man to teach 

values and apply the technical know-how in real life situations. Since the impact of 

Globalization is penetrating all sectors of the economy, it is bound to affect education 

sector as well. The Government of India cannot be solving itself from the responsibility 

of providing higher education to its citizens.  

               “ Education as means of transmitting knowledge, skills expertise, values, 

civilization, language, culture customs and religion from one generation to the other.”
 1

   

            The Prime Minister’s Council on Trade and Industry, in a recent Report, has 

observed that education is universally recognized as an important investment in building 

human capital, which is a driver for technical innovation and economic growth. Providing 
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Education to one and all has been the constant effort and one of the primary duties of the 

Government.  

The Changing Aims of Education:  

     Education long ago in the distant past which started as a private enterprise was 

at the beginning mainly concerned in producing man with knowledge and skills for his 

well being and for his salvation in the hereafter.  

              Any process, either formal or informal, that shapes the potential of a maturing 

organism. Informal education results from the constant effect of environment and its 

strength in shaping values and habits cannot be overestimated. 

                ‘Formal education is a conscious effort by human society to impart the skills 

and modes of thought considered essential for social functioning. Techniques of 

instruction often reflect the attitudes of society, i.e., authoritarian groups typically 

sponsor dogmatic methods, while democratic systems may emphasize freedom of 

thought.’
3 

All these ideas of education that started with the establishment of public 

schools are now being establishment of public schools are now being overshadowed or 

overridden by the relentless pounding currents of globalization. Though the old ideals of 

education are still there, much of today’s perception on education and the reason why 

parents sent their children to school has somehow been forgotten due to globalization and 

modern day lifestyle.
 

          Living in the modern and globalized world education has been sought and seen as 

passport for achieving good life that promises material gains. Much of the emphasis of 

the lofty ideals and ideas that have been there all the while as the aims of education is 

slowly disappearing. Though it is not wrong all together to seek knowledge for material 

gains, but to be solely motivated to seek material gains through education and learning 

makes the seeker of knowledge less concerned for community and the wellbeing of the 

nation state. People of the country become more individualized and egocentric. As this 

concept towards education expands, it will certainly create problems to the existence of a 

country in terms of having a common goal and national identity 

 Impact on Education:  

1. Information technology: Explosion of knowledge and information in the era 

of information technology has somehow helped the globalization of education. 

The introduction of computers and internet and other technology-mediated 

learning through the use of VCD, CD Rom, Email, database, webpage, LMS, 

digital library; etc. have helped in the dissemination of information and 

knowledge to millions around the world. 

2.  Research Activity: for the instance, through the digital library, a researcher 

can get easy access to books and research works done in other parts of the 

world without having the need of travel. 

3. Easy Access of Journals and Review of Articles: Due to internet as well as 

globalization it becomes a golden opportunity to view articles and journals 

and other literacy work with the help of computer and internet.  
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4. Use to ICT: Through the use of Internet VCD course- wares and other 

electronic gadgets the learner can get access to knowledge and information 

twenty four hours in a day without having to go and attend lectures in the 

halls. 

5. Scientific and Innovative way: Although this scientific and innovative way 

of learning has made modern man to get access to knowledge and information 

fast and efficient. The downside of this means of getting knowledge has made 

people learn in a more personalized way which cuts off much of their 

interaction with the community and drive them more towards material gains.  

6. Knowledge Industry/Education as Commodity: Today knowledge 

explosion is dividing the world into fast moving, rich economies that use 

knowledge effectively and slow moving, poor economies that do not.  

‘Knowledge industry is becoming a key factor in the process of development.  

So it is considered a necessary economic input and as such investment in 

education is treated as a factor contributory to human resources development. 

In this effort towards human resource development, the private sector is also 

expected to play its part since it is a major beneficiary of the knowledge 

industry’
4
. 

 ‘Due to globalization education is treated as commodity. ‘Modern man is 

alienated from himself, from his fellow men and from nature. He has been 

transformed into a commodity, experiences has life forces as an investment 

which must bring him the maximum profit obtainable under exiting market 

condition’.
5
   

7. Face to Face Interaction:  Another aspect that is missing in the personalized 

form of learning is the interaction with the tutor or teacher. The proponents of 

teacher and student face to face interaction believe that it is very important for 

the leaner to get acquainted with the teacher by physically being present in 

front of him. Besides that raw information and data can be more meaningful 

when they are properly explained by the teacher.  

8. Revolution of Information: According to W.W. Rostow, the world is passing 

through the Industrial Revolution. This encompasses genetics, 

communications, robots, lasers and new industrial material and the various 

tools and products incorporating the microchip. Technological developments 

have increased the requirements of highly educated and well-trained technical 

manpower. The public sector is hampered by lack of resources and cannot 

meet the needs of industry and other sectors. Therefore, the private sector 

must be initiated in the programmes of training skilled manpower to take 

advantage of hi-tech opportunities. 

9.  Prompt and Effective Steps in H.R Development:  Privatization can 

respond more promptly and efficiently than the public sector which is 

restricted with structural and operational inflexibilities to market signals or 

market demand for labour and take effective steps to promote human resource 

development to keep pace with the emerging requirements. 

10.  Education  as Enterprise: Along with the wave of globalization, western 

universities realized that the a great opportunity was available in the third 

world countries, particularly in Asia and Africa, which were once  the 
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colonies of the West, to open campuses there. Many foreign universities and 

colleges come to sell their education and their degrees and diplomas to the 

local students in the third world countries which generates huge some of profit 

for their educational enterprise.  

11. Higher Fee Structure: As a result of this cost of gaining access to higher 

education has risen tremendously. Due to higher fee structure, local students 

from the lower income group in the third world countries find it difficult in 

getting a tertiary education. At many time these universities are mainly driven 

by market forces. As such they offer courses to cater for the job market.  

12.  English as Dominant Language: not only the coming of globalization has 

made English as a dominant language of the world but it has also 

marginalized many local languages in Asia and Africa. Consciously or 

unconsciously, the learning of English language as an international language 

has brought foreign culture and way of living to most countries in the East and 

to other parts of the universe.  

13.  Cultural Aspect:  the foreign culture and way of life can obviously be seen 

in the way of young ones talk and dress in the countries that have attained 

independence from the West. Besides the dress, the youngsters too like to eat 

fast food like KFC and McDonald, drink Coca-Cola and interested in 

watching American moves. All these behaviours indicate youngsters prefer 

western way of life. In the process of globalisation the changing life-style of 

the people of the developing countries indirectly makes them adopt and apply 

the foreign value system.  

Impact on Culture: 

The proponents of globalization argue that it has brought rapid development 

to many parts of the world by bringing people in the third world countries out 

of the backwardness and old ideas and put them on par with the people of the 

developed countries in the world. 

1. Foreign direct investment has helped to reduce poverty by creating jobs 

and improving incomes. 

2. The expansion of trade and foreign investment has accelerated social 

mobility and strengthened the middle class. 

3. Now communication and information technology have helped easy access 

of knowledge in many fields of the study and interdisciplinary subjects.  

4. Communication is cheaper and easier, due to IT and Telephone revolution 

cost of calls has been reduced without any travel easy contact as well as 

face to face communication is possible. 

5. Globalization makes it possible for humanity to have compassion for each 

other when calamities-natural or man-made- effect others.  

6. Issue such as human rights, public accountability and problems faced by 

women are brought to fore addressed.
6
 

Conclusion: 

 Finally it is concluded that the impact of globalization on education is some good 

and bad effect on the people in the developing and underdeveloped countries. Education 

should not be separated from its lofty ideals that aim at producing good individuals as 
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well as good citizens who will have a good relationship with god almighty, fellow human 

beings, with the environment. These countries should invest more in education. 

Government in these countries must lead all educational institutions of higher education. 

On the cultural front, good and healthy culture that comes from the west via 

globalization should be imitated and followed leaving the bad and immoral culture that is 

detrimental to the existence of the society. The culture of dong research and 

development, reading and exploring and conquering of new ideas are positive things that 

we can follow. 
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