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 Research has become a necessary activity in teaching profession. Research 
means hunting for facts or truth about a subject/problem/phenomenon. Each society 
today is being faced with number of serious social and other problems which need 
solution. Since most of the social problems related with human element, which is 
dynamic and unpredictable, thus different research methods become necessary. 
India’s share of world output in terms of research stands abysmally low. The quality 
of our research is also subject of serious concern. It is known by the citation index and 
here also we are not counted at the global level. The present study intends to highlight 
some essential pre requisites for scientific paper writing in journals or periodicals. A 
researcher must be a good manager should know how to organize and present facts. 
An effective research paper should cover the components like-selection of title, 
abstract, introduction, review of literature, statement of problem, objectives of the 
study, hypotheses of the study, research methodology, results and discussion, 
summary, conclusions, suggestions, references, acknowledgement etc. The goal of an 
article is to communicate precisely and rapidly the research topic in a particular style 
or as per guidelines of the related journal. An effective paper should leave the reader 
wondering what the study was about, why the study was done and what the finding 
were. Author should write the paper in an interesting and readable manner with 
simplicity.     
KEYWORDS: Research, Scientific Paper Writing, Journals or Periodicals, Social 
Science, Commerce and Management 
   
1) INTRODUCTION:  
 A research paper is a scientific paper having a valid publication i.e. it must be 
published in a peer reviewed journal in the respective field (Michael Derntl). In other 
words, newsletters, conference reports, newspapers and other text sources do not 
quality as scientific research papers. (Thakar, 2012). 

 According to the findings of the study conducted by Thomson Reuters, 
India’s share of world output in terms of research stands abysmally low. What is more 
shocking is that India’s global share of research in economics and finance stands at 
0.7% while in social sciences it was even worse 0.6% compared to China’s 14.3% and 
14.9% respectively. Our academic research story needs to be rewritten. The overall 
quality of our doctoral studies in many universities is questionable. ( Deo, 2012). 
India produced 41, 017 research papers in 2007 while America produced 3,44,375 and 
China 1,80,970 in the same year Britain, Germany, Japan, France, Canda, Itaily and 
Spain are far head of us in research. (Sridhar Loni) .The quality of our research is also 
a subject of serious concern. It is known by the citation Index and here also we are not 
counted at the global level. Much of the Indian research, especially in social sciences, 
humanities and some pure sciences suffers from insincerity incorrect and insufficient 
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data, misinterpretation and manipulation of information, poor drafting and plagiarism. 
(Deshpande, 2009) 
 Research has become a necessary activity in the teaching profession. The 
teacher has an important role to play in implementing educational programmes and 
promoting research, innovative practices, along with regular teaching and guidance of 
his pupils. It is said that no people can rise above the level of its teachers. 
(Reddy,1996).  Research scholars doing research for M. Phil. and Ph. D. have to 
publish at least two research papers relating to their research work in the referred 
journals. Teachers are required to publish research papers in the journals having ISSN 
for scoring in Academic Performance Indicators (API) to get promotion and higher 
placement. The present study intends to highlight some essential pre-requisites for 
quality paper writing in journals/periodicals in Social Sciences and allied disciplines.  
2) SOCIAL RESEARCH: 
2.1 Concept: 
 Research has been defined by various authors in different ways.Research 
means hunting for facts or truth about a subject/problem/phenomenon. It is a 
systematized effort to gain new knowledge (Redman and Morey) Research comprises 
of defining and redefining problems, formulating hypothesis or suggested solutions, 
collecting, organizing and evaluating data, making deductions (inferences) and 
reaching conclusions and at last carefully testing the conclusions to determine 
whether they fit the formulated hypothesis or not (Clifford Woody). Social Research 
is a scientific undertaking of discovering new facts, verifying old facts, analyzing 
their sequences, interrelationship, casual explanations and develop new concepts, 
tools that would facilitate reliable and valid study of human behaviour (P.V. Young). 
 Every society today is being faced with number of social, economical, 
political, managerial problems which need solution. Since most of the social problems 
deal with human element, which is dynamic and unpredictable, thus different methods 
become unavoidable in finding the solution and truth. Social research is the scientific 
study of society. More specifically, it examines society’s attitudes, assumptions, 
beliefs, trends, stratifications and rules. It determines the relationship between one or 
more variables. For example, sex and income level are variables social scientist will 
look for underlying concepts and cause- effect relationship of these two variables. 
Social research is an interdisciplinary study crossing into subjects like-  Polities, 
Economics, Psychology, Philosophy, Anthropology, Criminology etc. (Ingale, 2011).  
2.2 Social Research Methods:  
 Social scientists use different types of research methods for analyzing  social 
phenomena.  Fundamental researches are concerned with knowing about the 
phenomenon without concern for it’s practical use. It is motivated by the desire for 
knowledge. On the other hand applied researches help to solve many social problems 
by using findings and theories developed by pure research. Experts have distinguished 
between ‘curiosity motivated’ and ‘mission oriented research’, clearly corresponding 
to pure and applied kinds respectively. Applied research has practical utility in the 
developing countries.  
 When the research merely describes the current state of affairs of different 
variables like census, it is called as descriptive research. Exploratory research 
examines thoroughly the social phenomena achieve new insights. These are quite 
valuable in social studies. Explanatory research method is used to explain cause effect 
relationship of variables.  
 Social research method may be divided into Quantitative designs approach 
using statistical analysis and Qualitative designs approach for understanding of social 
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phenomena through direct observation, communication with participants. ( Chaudhari, 
2011). Qualitative research deals with subjective assessment of phenomenon. A well 
defined method will help for attacking and solving the problem under investigation.  
 
3) OBJECTIVES OF RESEARCH: 
 The purpose of research is to discover answers to questions through 
application of scientific procedures. The main aim is to find out hidden truth, which  
has not been discovered yet. Now-a-days research is expected to be more utility-
oriented than mere academic-oriented. The following are the broad objectives of 
research- 

a) To gain familiarity with a phenomenon or to achieve new insights into it. 
(Studies are termed as exploratory research). 

b) To portray accurately the characteristics of particular 
individual/situation/group, (descriptive research) . 

c) To determine the frequency with which something occurs/with which it is 
associated with something else. (diagnostic) 

d) To test a hypothesis of a casual relations between variables.  
e) To evaluate social problems, their effects on society and find out solutions.  
f) To improve the operating efficiency, productivity, profitability and 

functioning of different organizations. 
g) To optimize human and social welfare  
h) To contribute to general fund of knowledge  
i) To assist in policy formulation and decision-making etc.  

 
4) WRITING EFFECTIVE RESEARCH PAPER: 
 A researcher must have  a knowledge about problem area, research 
methodology, and scientific attitude. He must be open-minded and motivated. He 
must develop unbiased attitude and courage to tell truth. He should be ready to do 
continuous hard work and willingness to bear frustration of disappointments and 
failure. He should be a person with quick grasping power, patience and clarity of 
thinking. Before writing research paper, a researcher has to plan for research topic. 
For selecting research topic research gaps are to be catched through review of past 
studies. He has to plan for the study as per the requirement of the journal. He is 
required to follow the guidelines of the related journal /publication. Each journal has 
it’s own format and design. Researcher can develop ability to write an effective paper 
through reading of past literature in the concerned field.  
 An effective research paper should cover the following points/components - 
4.1) Selection of Topic and Title: 
 Problem well defined is half solved. So also it is true about topic of research 
paper. Consider a topic which is currently in discussion like-foreign direct investment, 
employer branding, micro finance, latest financial projects, competency mapping, soft 
skills development, entrepreneurship development, price hike etc. Title of the study 
should be accurate, unambiguous, precise, clear, complete, catchy and relevant. Title 
should not contain abbreviations. It should not be lengthy or too short. Research 
should adhere to themes and sub-themes given by the publisher. Every research topic 
will be assessed in terms of its relevance to the society in particular and to the 
economy in general and its success depends upon how well a researcher justifies it’s 
importance (Patil, Arolkar 2008).Title of the study should follow the name, 
designation, institution/affiliation, address, pin-code number, phone number, valid e-
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mail etc. For blind review purpose, the title and name etc. is asked to be given on 
separate page, with predetermined font, space etc.  
4.2) Abstract: 
 An abstract of 150 to 200 words covering briefly description of the work,  
objectives of the research problem, significance of the work, research methodology, 
data collected, tools of analysis, findings, conclusions, suggestions etc. Abstract 
should be prepared as per the instructions of the editor/publisher. Figures, tables, huge 
data and references should be avoided in the abstract. In fact, it should be the gist of 
the paper.  Four to five Keywords used in the in the paper should be given at the end 
of abstract.  
4.3) Introduction: 
 It is essential to give in brief the background of the research problem selected. 
It should not exceed normally two pages.  Researcher should state why is it worth 
studying? What is the trend and current status of the problem? What are the key 
variables and what have others said? He should describe importance and practical 
significance of the study. The relevance of the topic at global, national, regional and 
local level should be stated in brief. It would provide orientation of the readers.  
4.4) Review of Literature: 
 Theory brings out as what is expected of the research and the way in which 
researcher should move. It helps in finding gaps of the study and the areas to be 
explored. Researcher tries to understand past and predict future trends. The format of 
a review of literature may vary from discipline to discipline and from assignment to 
assignment. It  is critical analysis of a segment of a published body of knowledge 
through summary, classification and comparision of prior research studies. The length 
of review will depend on the number of issues being covered. 
4.5) Statement of the problem: 
 Identification of the main purpose/statement of research problem is very vital 
based on which  hypothesis for the study are withdrawn. On the basis of review of 
literature and gaps of the study, researcher should justify the choice of problem. The 
sentence used to state the problem should clearly explain what the problem is and it 
should be understandable by anyone (Leonard, 2008). 
6) Objectives of the study: 
 Two to five objectives should be decided considering the time available and 
cost and energy involved. The objectives should be Specific, Measurable, Achievable, 
Realistic and Time bound i.e. SMART. Researcher should give the name of the 
phenomenon unit of the study and specific time period also. Objectives should be in 
one/two sentences like to examine work-life balance of supervisors in x industry, to 
analyse profitability, to study etc. 
4.7) Hypothesis of the study:  
 Hypotheses are the tentative solutions to the problems or assumptions or 
generalization the validity of which has to be tested on the basis of empirical evidence 
and with previous knowledge. It is a proposition which can be put to test to determine 
its validity (Goode and Hatt, 1982). The Researcher should state the independent and 
dependent variables and define the concepts in operational from.  At the end he 
should test hypotheses with appropriate Statistical techniques. 
4.8) Research design and Methodology: 
 Research design constitutes the blue print for the collection, measurement and 
analysis of data. It aids the researcher in the allocation of his limited resources by 
posing crucial choices (Bernard Phillips) Researcher methodology is  a logic of 
scientific investigation and a way to systematically solve the research problem. It 
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states why, what, how the data has been collected and which research method has 
been adopted. It is the philosophy of the research process, which includes criteria the 
researcher uses for interpreting data and reaching conclusions.  
 Methodology should include- Methods of data collection used, sampling 
design, data collection instruments like questionnaire, schedule, etc area of the study, 
period of the study undertaken, selection of unit, quantitative parameters, qualitative 
parameters, selection of respondents respondents contact methods, methods and 
techniques of analysis of data, measurement and scale, statistical design, purpose and 
logic of analysis etc.  
4.9) Analysis and Interpretation of Data or Results and Discussion: 
  This is a core aspect of any scientific research paper. It includes critical 
analysis of the research problem, which involves presentation of data collected in the 
form of tables as well as results of analysis and interpretation. Micheal Derntl has 
classified body of the research paper into- a) Empirical Papers that describe the 
material and data used for the study and results obtained. b) Case study papers that 
cover application of existing methods, theory or tools. c) Methodology papers that 
cover novel methods which may be intended for use in research/practical settings. d) 
Theory papers that describe principles, concepts or models on which work in the field 
(empirical, experience methodology) is based.  
 Tables, graphs and diagrams should have appropriate headings and other 
details should be observed as per guidelines to authors. Amounts should be in 
standard format i.e. billions, millions, etc. Further source of the data and abbreviations 
should be explained under each table. If tables and graphs are prepared self-
explanatory, then researcher does not need to explain each number given. The 
researcher may use computer for accurate processing of data. Depending upon the 
nature of data, objectives of the study and hypothesis, the researcher should subject 
the data to appropriate statistical analysis. He should generalize his findings, draw the 
inferences and form or test the hypothesis.  
4.10) Summary, Conclusions and Suggestions: 
 At the end of research analysis the findings of research are presented in the 
form of brief summary and conclusions. Conclusions should match the objectives and 
hypothesis of the paper. The researcher should indicate in this part whether the 
hypotheses he proposed have been accepted or not accepted. Appropriate and 
practicable suggestions should be provided for improvising the situation and for 
further development. 
 
5) REFERENCES: 
 It is essential to give credit to the referred or quoted work by the researcher 
while writing a research paper. The citations for Social Sciences are generally written 
in two styles, viz., the American Psychological Association (APA) style and the 
Modern Language Association (MLA) style. The attention of the reader is drawn to 
these references either by putting a star/asterisk mark/serial number of reference at 
suitable places in the text. Sometimes references are given in the text like (Shrinivas, 
2011), (Roy& Lee, 2009), & (Puri, Kazi, et.al. 2008) for three or more references. The 
researcher can use any method of giving references or as per guidelines in ‘Call for 
paper’, like Name and year system, alphabet number system or citation order system 
or Harvard Styled Referencing. 
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6) ESSENTIAL REQUISITES FOR PAPER PUBLICATION:  
 Selecting title for the paper is a crucial task as well as an art itself. Researcher 
should formulate a suitable title for his paper. He should develop his own thinking. 
Research is not merely the accumulation, evaluation and assimilation of facts; it is a 
process of rebuilding facts into a meaningful whole, for which author should have a 
reasonable patience. Read at least twice edited print out copy of paper and rectify 
spelling and grammer mistakes if any. A researcher must be a good manager, should 
know how to organize and present facts. Whatever  you want to say, express it in brief 
and clear manner. Discuss the research work/paper with peers, hyper-critical persons, 
executives in the related fields, guide, supervisor  for developing a good paper.  Write 
the paper in an interesting, readable manner with varied sentence structure. Use 
present tense and active voice and a little passive voice as possible. Keep sentences 
short and simple, so that the reader does not get lost before the end of a sentence. 
Linking one paragraph to another maintains continuity. Minimize the use of technical 
terms that few readers are likely to understand clarity, conciseness and simplicity are 
critical attributes of good writing. A well-written article or research paper should 
leave the reader wondering what the study was about, why the study was done and 
what the findings were. The goal of an article is to communicate precisely and rapidly 
and in own particular style. Glenn Fire baugh summarizes the principles for good 
research work in his book ‘Seven Rules for Social Research- 1) There should be the 
possibility of surprise in social research. 2) Look for differences that make a 
difference. 3) Build in reality checks. 4) See if identical analysis yields similar results 
for different samples of people. 5) Compare like with like and 6) To study change. 
The final rule, “Let method be the servant, and not the master”, reminds researchers 
that methods are the means, not the end of social research.  
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