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BACKGROUND:  

As probe into the womb of history before unification of Karnataka in 1956, the 
states were reorganized on the grounds of the language. From Kadambas of Banavasi to 
Vijaynagar and Mysore states under the auspices of respective dynasties, Karnataka and 
people of Kannada dominated over the geographical regions from Cauvery to Godavari 
as sources said. Before the independent of India and after a decade, Karnataka split into 
above twenty administrative divisions. Even in today’s four districts namely Belgaum, 
Karwar, unified Dharwad and Bijapur projected in ‘Bombay Presidency’ and the region 
popularly called as ‘Southern Maharashtra’.  

From beginning of nineteenth century at Srirangapatna as Tipu defeated in 1799, 
in fourth Anglo-Mysore war, the Kannada people, of the so called ‘Southern 
Maharashtra’ or the people of Bombay – Karnataka experienced very worst political, 
educational and cultural suppressions from the Maratha rulers and then by the British. At 
that time of confluence Russel, Dunlop, Benthington, Balashastri Jambekar and others 
rendered their Yeoman service in building Kannada language and land by implementing 
many educational schemes.              The another one remarkable personality dedicated his 
life for the well and wholesome of the Kannadigas in the region with the aforesaid 
personalities is none other than Deputy Channabasappa.  
 
EARLY LIFE:  

Deputy Channabasappa was born on 01.11.1833 in Dharwar. Basalingappa and 
Tippavva were his parent, originally they are from Belgaum and settled at Dharwad in 
about a century back. He completed the formal primary school in the village temple and 
gone to Pune with bare feet for further education.            Where he completed primary 
school in English medium and the engineering graduation. Dadabai Naoroji nominated 
his name for Copperhill engineering college in England, but the effort finally failed the 
fate of Deputy Channabasappa could become another Visvesvaraiah from Karnataka. 
Hence, he returned from Pune to Karnataka in 1855. In Pune he come to close contact 
with Jyoti Rao Phule and his Satyashodhak Samaj. He got married with Guravva and had 
two children, namely Basalingappa and Rudramma in Dharwar. He died on 04.01.1881, 
at the early age of forty seven.  
Achievements of Channabasappa:  

The studentship in Pune brought him the new trends of awakenings.              The 
love of land and language, passion of employment, educational instinct, knowledge of 
law and order, cultural faith and so on impressed and influence a lot on the personality of 
Channabasappa by the Maharashtrians. He was fulfilled his dreams by entering the field 
of education in the then Karnataka like a tiger.  His wholly life dedicated for Kannada 
language, people and Karnataka.                    So, people of Karnataka rightly given him 
the epithet as “The Tiger of Karnataka” meaningfully.  
As Principal of Normal School:  
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Mumbai presidency government opened the Directorate of Public Instruction 
(DPI) at first time in the country in 1855. J. F. Lister the then inspector of education 
department published the scheme of vernacular schools in Marathi, Gujarat and Kannada 
provinces. As the result government established the Kannada normal school in Dharwar 
in 1860. Where Channabasappa appointed as principal of that school in 1861. In 1864 the 
normal school was upgraded as ‘Training College’ and shifted to Belgaum. In the training 
college also he made continuation as principal.  
As First Principal of Training College:  

It is not an important thing that, Channabasappa had made principal of training 
college in Belgaum, but it is the thing of re-instigation of Kannada land, language 
education and culture in between the un-breathing suppression by the Marathi and 
Maharashtrians. The whole hearted support was given by Russel, the then education 
officer of Bombay presidency. By the effort of Russel and Channabasappa now begun the 
work of renaissance in Kannada. The foresight of Deputy Channabasappa in the training 
college at Dharwar (1875) leads to establish Karnataka College and Karnataka University 
in its premises. By the endless effort of Channabasappa, Dharwar became the centre of 
Kannada language and literature, rise in the educational institutions, cultural activities, 
unification movement and other multi faceted activities.  
Executive of ‘Matha’ Paper:  

In those days publishing a paper is the very expensive job. Most of the publishers 
published their papers for the motto of social service with their own expense. Within 
couple of years they came to close the publication due to loss.  Publishing papers is not 
the job of profit. Here Deputy Channabasappa tried to give some rules and regulations to 
the temples (in Kannada Mathas) which were engaged in importing the education in their 
temple premises as the deputy educational inspector in ‘Southern Maharashtra’ province 
with the help of his senior officers like Little Harwad, Russel and others. ‘Matha’ was a 
monthly magazine. It includes the subject matters of  

1) Basic methods of learning  
2) Rules and regulations to follow  
3) Appointment of workers in the department  
4) Various teaching aspects to promote learning.  
5) Circulars and orders.  
6) Current affairs  
7) Remuneration to the teachers in Mathas.  

The aforesaid subjects published in the pages of ‘Matha’. It had printed out in 
lithograph.  
Channabasappa as Deputy Educational Inspector:  

Deputy educational inspector (DPI) post was first adorned by Channabasappa as 
the first Kannadiga with the help of Russel. He worked for upliftment of Kannada and 
culture as DPI in Bombay – Karnataka, make it as a soul pride, it of mere a designation. 
He formulated some formulae for the educational revolution in Kannada. Those are as 
follows:  

1) Establish the domination of Kannada in place of Marathi.  
2) To open the much more Kannada schools in the region.  
3) Curriculum to be written and used in Kannada.  
4) To create conscious about the non Kannada languages to the Kannadigas.  
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5) To improve the number of Kannada teachers.  
6) Appropriate training will provide to the teachers.  
7) To bring the honest and work culture in the education department.  
8) To awaken the teachers, students and the citizens come out from their own myths.  
9) The government administration must in Kannada.  
10) Defend the fairness of Kannada language and respect.  

The ultimate aim of Channabasappa was to follow up the above ten formulae for 
the survival of Kannada language and culture. Channabasappa established the ‘Free 
Lingayat Boarding’ at Belgaum in 1886. It was first model boarding in its nature. He 
shed a lot of his sweat for the running of this hostel.  Channabasappa translated 
Shakespeare’s commonly of errors’ and McBeth in Kannada. He composed couple of 
Arithmetical books in Kannada and Marathi.  
Estimate:  

Deputy Channbasappa was an inherent lover of Kannada. He published ninety nine 
circulars in his regime for the reform and development in the condition of Kannada primary 
schools.  He built a big band of Kannada admirer including           G. M. Turamuri, H. 
Bujangrao, S. R. Kittura, Venkatarangao Katti, Churamuri Sheshagirirao, Roddam 
Shrinivasrao, Bilgi Rudrappa and Russel. Who were colleagues, friends, contemporaries, 
equal minded to Deputy Channabasappa having great passion towards Kannada. His 
disciples put as foundation stone to Karnataka Vidhyuvardhaka Sangha in Dharwar. It is a 
collective effort towards upliftment of Kannada. So, Deputy Channabasappa used his 
personality, power, training college, paper, teachers and friends for the high esteemed work 
of renaissance of Kannada. Hence, Deputy Channabasappa rightly called as the “Tiger of 
Karnataka” and the “Father of Renaissance of Kannada”.  
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