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The educational inequalities has been remained as a matter of concern for the policy 
makers since long time. The educational standards differ from rural to urban areas. 
Rural people are always behind in attaining the equal opportunities of life as compared 
to the urban people.  Rural girls being born as girls and that too in deprived rural setup 
are facing double deprivation in terms of their educational outcomes and academic 
achievements in comparison to their urban counterparts. There are various social, 
cultural, administrative and financial constraints responsible for making girl child 
vulnerable to show poor performance. Beside others, socio economic status is one of the 
social variable on which the extent of success and failure of child largely depends.  
Present paper has been based on the study conducted on rural girls of secondary 
schools. To study socio-economic status a scale developed by Meenakshi (2004) was 
used.  The findings of the study reveal that high achievers and low achievers 
significantly differ on the basis of their socio economic status. Socio economic status is 
positively related with the academic achievement of the girl students and is an 
important determinant. This paper is divided into three sections.  First section deals with 
the introduction of the variables, second section embodies the statistical results and 
third section contains discussion and concluding remarks. 

Introduction 
  
  Rural girls being born as girls and that too in deprived rural setup are facing double 
deprivation in terms of their educational outcomes and academic achievements in 
comparison to their urban counterparts. There are so many factors which determine the 
future of academic success of the rural girl child. Factors start playing role even before 
birth of the child. The educational success story depends upon the fact that to which 
social status the family of the child belongs. Beside cognitive factors like intelligence, 
aptitude, interest, skills etc. there are so many non-cognitive determinants which play a 
significant role in success and performance of girl students in academics.  

Those concerned about fairness and social justice care also about the distribution 
of opportunities for acquiring a good education and in particular, about the degree to 
which the family background and other predetermined personal characteristics 
determines a person’s educational outcomes (Francisco 2011). 

 Socio economic status is one of the social variable on which the extent of success 
and failure of child largely depends. As social status is interlinked with cultural factors 
also both in accumulation affect the academic performance of the child. 

Abstract 
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 Academic performance is a measure of resultant output of the child both in 
academic and non-academic domains concerned with the formal education system. 
Measuring academic performance of students is challenging since student performance is 
product of cognitive and non-cognitive constructs which includes socio-economic, 
psychological and environmental factors. The educational standards differ from rural to 
urban areas. Rural people are always behind in attaining the equal opportunities of life as 
compared to the urban people. There are various social, cultural, administrative and 
financial constraints which interplay for their extent of attaining educational opportunities.  
       Socio-economic status is the combination of economic and sociological measures of 
an individual’s work experience and the economic and social position of an individual or 
family in relation to others on the basis of economic status. It is an established fact that 
families where the parents are educationally, socially and economically privileged 
provide environment to their children which is conducive to enhance their level of 
academic achievement. They also give higher levels of emotional support for their 
children through enriched atmosphere that promote and encourage the development of 
skills required for success at school educational level and occupational status. They also 
give higher levels of psychological support for their children through enriched 
atmosphere that promote and encourage the development of skills required for success at 
school. On the other hand the rural poor people being constrained by  social, economic 
and cultural factors lagged behind in terms of making conducive environment for their 
children’s’ study and success. 
        It is universally accepted that education is the most important factor responsible for 
the development of nation. In the present era of globalization, on one side there is fierce 
competition in every sphere of life and on the other side there is no place anywhere for 
the average and below average students. Excellence in the academic achievement 
becomes the pre-requisite in each career and every field. Socio economic status is an 
important variable which considerably effect the academic achievement of the individual. 
Academic achievement has been evidenced to be influenced by socio economic status. 
Socio economic status effects on the mental and social behavior of the young. The 
resources available to children may influence the attainments of learning of children in 
many ways. Similarly, the availability of educational resources in the home is usually 
associated with studies of the child where parents were not only educated but are also 
financially stable and well. For example, children whose parents were economically 
resourceful tend to associate educational material with academic achievement. 
                Different scholars argued that parental socio economic status is an important 
indicator of the child’s success in academics. Kumar (2002) and Verma (2004) revealed 
that students feel difficulty to show effective performance in school whose parental socio 
economic status is low. The academic achievement of students is negatively correlated 
with the low parental socio economic status as it prevents the individual in gaining access 
to sources and resources of learning (Davis, 2005).In another study Hanafi (2007) 
concluded that socio economic status of rural and urban parents has an impact on the 
academic achievement of adolescents.  Children in rural areas perform poorly compared 
to urban children would be generalizing as poor performance in school does not  fully 
depend on location but more so on parents socio economic status. Further in another 
study Leonard et.al. (2009) concluded that socio economic status of students has long 
been viewed as having a strong impact on student’s achievement. Girl education is the 
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primary indicator of women education and women empowerment, hence focus on 
education and academic performance of the girls is the need of the hour. This paper 
highlights the inequality in educational achievement, and the social factor effecting it, 
which has been overlooked so far. 
 
Rationale of the Study  
         Academic achievement is the base of achieving educational goals. It is the index of 
measurement of educational practices and teaching strategies. The outcomes of education 
are measured in terms of academic achievement. There are many social, personal, 
psychological and administrative factors which affect the learning outcomes and 
achievements of the students. Modern education being child centered, the emphasis is 
laid on harmonious development of the child which is made feasible in a suitable 
environment at home, having right parent child relationship. Parents are the primary 
educator of children. Most of the children being not helped by parents at home feel 
difficulty in the accomplishment of academic assignments. Parent’s socio-economic 
status determine the children’s success in life and makes important educational 
foundation on which children’s school learning is built. Research on parent’s behavior 
suggested that the behavior of the parents and their involvement in the studies of the 
children reflect their socio economic status. In the government schools of the rural areas 
most of the children belong to families with low socio-economic status. As socio-
economic status determines the position of the family in the society and the need to 
develop a system of education which recognizes the important role of parents, the 
necessity is to study the role of socio economic status as determinant of academic 
achievement among rural girls.  

Objectives 

The present investigation has been conducted keeping in mind the following objectives: 

1. To identify the high achievers and low achievers among rural secondary school girl 
students. 

2. To study the socio-economic status of total group of girl students. 
3. To study the socio-economic status of high achiever and low achiever girl students. 
4. To find the relationship between socio-economic status and academic achievement. 
5. To make recommendation and suggestion as per findings of the study. 

Hypotheses 

The following hypotheses were formulated for the present study: 

1. There is a significant difference on the basis of socio-economic status between high 
achiever and low achiever secondary school girl students. 

2. There is a significant relationship between socio-economic status and academic 
achievement. 
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Methodology and Procedure 

A representative sample of 180 rural girl students of 10+1 class was selected from the 
randomly selected rural schools of Barnala District of Punjab.  Socio-economic status of the 
subjects was studied by using socio-economic status scale by Meenakshi (2004).Mean, 
Median, Mode and S.D were calculated. ‘t’ test was applied to find the significance of the 
difference between means. Pearson’s product moment correlation technique was used to find 
out the relationship between the variables. 

Results and Discussion 

The first objective of the present study is to identify the high achiever and low 
achievers. High achiever and low achiever girl students were identified by 
calculating quartile deviations. As per the values of Q1 and Q3, 64 high achievers 
and 53 low achievers were identified and selected for study and the remaining were 
considered as average students. Further, to examine the academic achievement of 
rural secondary school girl students academic achievement of the total group 180 
rural girl students was measured by taking the academic achievement scores obtained 
by the students in the Matriculation Board Examination (2011).  

                    Table 1 

Academic Achievement of Rural Girl Students 
Rural girls 

 

  N 

 

Mean 

 

Median 

 

Mode 

 

S.D 

 

Total 180 59.8 60.5 61.0 6.96 

Table 1 shows that mean academic achievement score of the rural girls is 59.8. The 
value of median and mode is 60.5 and 61.0 respectively. S.D is 6.96. As mean, median 
and mode have nearly the same value. It means the academic achievement scores 
among the rural girls are normally distributed in the whole sample. From the mean 
scores it is evident that rural girls are average in their performance. 

The second objective of the present investigation was to study the socio- economic 
status of total group of girl students. High achievers and low achievers rural secondary 
school girl students. The scores obtained by the rural secondary school girl students on 
socio- economic status are presented in the following tables: 

 

 

 



Lokavishkar International E-Journal, ISSN 2277-727X, Vol-II, Issue-IV, Oct-Nov-Dec 2013 

 

 w w w . l i i r j . o r g                                                      ISSN 2277-727X 
 

Page 91 

         Table 2 

Socio Economic Status of Girl Students 

Rural girls 

 

N 

 

Mean 

 

Median 

 

Mode 

 

S.D 

 

Total 180 88.9 92 86 11.07 

Table 2 shows that the mean score of rural girl students on socio economic status is 
88.9. The value of median and mode is 92 and 86. The value of S.D is 11.07.It is 
clear from the above figures and also from the manual of the socio economic status 
(SES) scale that the rural girl students have just average level of socio- economic 
status. The median and mode values are also near to the mean which indicates that 
the scores are normally distributed in the whole sample. The average socio economic 
status level of the girls is in fact a clue indicating their average academic 
performance.  

The third objective of the present investigation was to study the socio- economic 
status of high achiever and low achiever rural secondary school girl students. The 
scores obtained by the high achiever and low achiever rural secondary school girl 
students on socio- economic status scale are presented in the following table: 

             Table 3 

           Socio Economic Status of High and Low achiever Girl Students 

Rural girls N Mean S.D 
t-value 

Significance 
High 
achievers 64 97.6 8.43 

13.08 0.01 level 
Low 
achievers 53 64.1 5.81 
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Fig.1 

Bar graph showing the socio-economic status of high achievers, low achievers 
and total group of rural girl students 

Table 3.demonstrates the mean scores of high achiever and low achiever girl students 
on socio-economic status as 97.6 and 64.1 respectively. The S.D of both the groups is 
8.43 and 5.81 respectively. The t-value is 13.08 which is significant at 0.01 level of 
confidence. From the values demonstrated, it is clear that the high achiever girl 
students come from the high socio-economic status family as compared to low 
achievers. It means that the socio-economic status is a strong social variable which has 
affected the academic achievement of the rural girl students. Beside other factors the 
poor socio-economic status of rural people becomes a barrier for their daughters to 
excel in academics. This issue mends concerns and sincere efforts should be made to 
improve the socio-economic status of the rural people for the purpose to improve girls’ 
education in rural areas.Fig.1 shows the same results. With this result the first 
hypothesis of the study is accepted. 

Further fulfilling the fourth objective of the study to measure the relationship 
between socio economic status and academic achievement, the correlation analysis 
was done by calculating the correlation between socio-economic status and academic 
achievement. The value of correlation coefficient is presented in the following table 
4 
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Table 4 

Correlation of parental involvement and socio-economic status with 
academic achievement 

 
Total High achievers Low achievers 

Socio-economic 
status 

0.83* 0.92 0.64 

The correlation coefficient between socio-economic status and academic 
achievement for the total group is 0.83. From the values of correlation coefficient it 
is clear that the value of correlation coefficient is positive and significant. It means 
there is positive relationship between socio-economic status and academic 
achievement. It can be concluded that with increase in socio-economic status of the 
rural secondary school girl students, their academic achievement can be enhanced.  
The result accepts the second hypothesis of the study. The findings of the present 
study are in the favor of the study conducted by Vamadevappa and Usha (2005) who 
found that there is a positive and significant relationship between socioeconomic 
status and academic achievement. 

Discussion and Concluding remarks   

Low socio economic status is a complex phenomenon containing many other social 
ailments. Illiteracy and social backwardness give rise to many socio-cultural 
misconceptions which play determining role in the educational success of a child. The 
socio economic status is a comprehensive construct which in many ways create the path 
to make educational opportunities more accessible. It depicts that significant difference 
between high and low achiever girl students with respect to their socio-economic status is 
a finding which lends clear-cut clues about the societal role in inequalities concerned 
with academic achievement. Hence, high socio-economic status leads to high academic 
achievement of students and vice versa. From the families of high socio-economic status 
the girls comparatively are in a position to achieve better achievement and performance.  
From the above said discussion it is clear that out of the social factors the family status of 
the child is a predictor of her academic performance. The success of the child in 
educational domains largely depend upon the status of the family to which he or she 
belongs. As the socio economic status and parental involvement have significant 
relationship with academic achievement of the child, so focus should be lay on increasing 
the socio-economic status of the family. The government should make policies to raise 
the social status of the people. Intervention programs such as out of classroom activities 
and after school classes may reduce the gap between high and low achievement. The 
educational policies must reflect local socio-economic conditions of the country by 
considering regional and gender dimensions. The economists are also in the view that for 
the educational development of the country, education system should be augmented. Dire 
need is to solve the socio-economic problems of the state and to generate employment 
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opportunities and raise the farsightedness of the people which will become the tool to 
increase the academic performance of the people. 
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