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Whatever the men are enjoying granting the same rights to women means feminism. 
So far it is been observed that throughout the world women are deprived of their 
social and economical rights. The present paper focuses the agony of Maya who feels 
trapped in matrimony and tries to show that in this male dominating society how a girl 
is facing difficulty.Maya, neglected and criticized by her husbandand exploited and 
cheated by her lover, remains a silent sufferer as Indian women are used to suffer.The 
present paper discusses the feministic-cum-psychic-cum-social complexities of 
middle class society.  
“In India we treat our women strangely,we either worship them or we burn them” 

- Shobha De 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 Shobha De is one of the India’s top most selling authors. She is one of the 
India’s biggest ethnic icons and effortlesslywalk in anyone’s list. Shobha De, the 
dynamic character and journalist observed the glamorous world of modeling, films 
and high society. She is a social reviewer and a writer. She has written fifteen books 
till now, the first seven of them being novels – Socialite Evenings (1988), Starry 
Nights (1990), Sisters (1992), Strange Obsession (1992), Sultry Days (1994), 
Snapshots (1995), and Second Thoughts (1996). Her non-fictional books are 
Uncertain Liaisons (co-edited with Kushwant Singh)(1993), Shooting from the Hip: 
Selected Writings (1994), Small Betrayals (1995), Surviving Men (1997), Selective 
Memory (1998), Speed Post (2000), Spouse (2004) and Super India (2008). She has 
also written for Television serials, Swabhiman, Kitty Party and Sukanya. She is a free 
lance writer and columnist for several leading newspapers and magazines. Four of 
ShobhaDe’s novels are contained in the post graduate popular culture curriculum of 
University of London. From Socialite Evenings to Second Thoughts, Shobha De has 
certainly evolved as a sensitive writer and dedicated feminist. In all the earlier novels, 
she dealt with the valueless, moral less world of high society. In this novel, she selects 
the middle class society and the mute suffering of so many married women. 

 As a writer, she is skilled with amazing ability to discuss the sensitive aspects 
of human life and human associationdelicately. The power of her narration is just 
brilliant. She is totallydifferent from other Indian women novelists in English. She is 
gifted with warm understanding of the psyche of women and her problems. Her 
novels expose the pointlessness of marital relations in elite class. Her novels contain 
frank description of sex life. For that she is criticized as “Vatsyayani” “Soft porn 
queen” “Pasha of pulp” “Vamp Feminist”, etc. and has never been considered as a 
serious writer. But a serious reading of her novels shows that she is a sensitive and 
serious writer. She is an author who dared to unearth those issues of man-woman 
relationship which were never put to public by any woman writer. From Socialite 

Abstract 



Lokavishkar International E-Journal, ISSN 2277-727X, Vol-III, Issue-IV, Oct-Nov-Dec 2014 

 

 
w w w . l i i r j . o r g                                                      ISSN 2277-727X 
 

Page 8 

Evenings to Second Thoughts, Shobha De discusses the problems of women in 
patriarchal society, man-woman relationship, lesbian and homosexual relationship and 
the advent of live-in-relationship. Through her novels, she makes her readers to 
introspect about fast fading love, pleasure and satisfaction in martial relations. In all 
the earlier novels she dealt with the valueless, moral less world of high society. In 
Second Thoughts she selects the middle class society and the suffering of so many 
married women due to traditional arrange marriage system. 
 

 Second Thoughts (1996) is the seventh novel of Shobha De. It describes the 
agony of Maya, who feels imprisoned in matrimony. JaydipsinhDodiya comments 
that the theme of novel focuses on “the hollowness of Indian marriage”. De explores 
the female psyche against male ego, the obedient wife, thearrogant mother-in-law, the 
social pretense and public facades in Second Thoughts. 

 Maya, a middle class Bengali girl in Calcutta wanted to move to Bombay to 
discharge her dull life. But she found herself imprisoned by an arranged marriage to 
Ranjan who was highly conformist and completely indifferent to her desires. She 
became utterly isolated. At this time she was acquainted to Nikhil, a charming college 
going boy and a tale of love and disloyalty started. Maya,neglected and criticized by 
her husband and exploited and cheated by her lover, become a victim of matriarchal 
society. She was unable to find happiness and satisfaction within marriage and her 
extra-marital relation also made her utterly frustrated. The novel shows the novelist 
understands into human nature. It represents social complexities of middle class 
society. 
 Maya thought that she was “the luckiest girl to get a foreign educated, 
Bombay based bridegroom” (195) But her newly wed life started with unproductive 
and depressed honey moon. Ranjanwas never comfortable with any woman. He was 
sexually powerless. In the presence of a wife as ravishing and captivating as Maya, 
Ranjan did not feel sexually roused even once, and to hide his impotency, he 
demonstrated his power over Maya in different ways. Maya asked Ranjanabout his 
lack in sexual urges. But Ranjan reacted very strongly as if he has full right to reject 
any intentions by women. 

What’s your problem? You are beginning to sound like some sort of a 
nymphomaniac. Are you that sex-starved? Nothing else on your mind? How 
can sex being so important to anybody, I’ve never understood. (351) 

Maya was utterly hurt due to Ranjan’s loveless attitude. He provided Maya 
“nothingmore than financial support, a decent house to live in and four square meals a 
day.” (263) In bed, they have been “brothers, or sisters or flat mates. [Because he] 
was devoid of any passion” (251) Ranjan constantly reminded Maya of her duties as a 
married woman. And surprisingly at the same time, he used to forget his duties 
towards her. He never missed a single chance to criticize her. He was never aware of 
her presence. Instead of discussing the domestic matters to Maya, Ranjan used to 
discuss them to his mother. Ranjan, a dutiful and loving son failed to be a dutiful and 
loving husband. Maya was quite sure that if Ranjancontinued to maintain stiffness in 
sex affairs, she would be barren. They never did anything together. Ranjan was not at 
all interested in her. Under the same roof, they lived asforeigners. The following lines 
from tenth chapter throw light on the emptiness of their relationship. “Hot week day 
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afternoons were to be suffered silently and stoically with just the whirr of noisy 
ceiling fan to stir the warm air around.”(100) 

In this frustrated, confused state of mind, Maya met Nikhil, the only son of 
Dipankar, Ranjan’s colleague at bank. Nikhil was completely contrastive to Ranjan. 
Egoistic Ranjan always criticized Maya where as talkative and impressive Nikhil 
flattered her even for minor things. With the arrival of Nikhil in her life, she began to 
enjoy life once again. Along with Nikhil, she travelled the real Bombay. She sensed a 
kind of freedom which she had never experienced before. She shared smaller things 
with him. For the first time Maya went on bike with Nikhil to see Bombay and her joy 
was limitless. She poured out her emotions, “For the first time since my arrival in you 
city, I felt like laughing, singing, enjoying the salty sea air on my face. I looked at the 
sky and felt happy.”(128) Due to loneliness, lack of physical satisfaction, monotonous 
routine and emptiness in her married life, Maya was dragged towards Nikhil’s 
charmingpersonality. While enjoying life with Nikhil she also felt a kind of guilt that 
she was betraying Ranjan. She realized that it was wrong for a married woman to go 
out with a man and cheat her husband. But at the same time, she tried to console 
herself by saying that it is not at all a sin to go out and breathe fresh air. 

Nikhil took advantage of Mays’s crippling loneliness and depression and 
exploited her. He noticed her melancholia and the need of mate. Nikhil started calling 
her by her first name instead of Didi. He composed a song ‘a lonely, lonely lady’ on 
Maya that was heard by her several times and she was pleased to think that she could 
inspire Nikhil to compose a song. Maya, who was constantly mistreated, disgraced 
and unhappy, now for the first time found herself being praised and honoured as the 
song was about her. One day when Ranjan was in the hospital to see his mother, 
Nikhil came and assaulted her chastity. At first she protested but afterwards she 
enjoyed the bliss of being one with him. Nikhil kissed her lips, touched her and Maya 
felt, 

I wanted to swallow Nikhil completely… suck him into my womb inch by 
inch. I want it,oh, so, desperately make him mine. Make him me. (379) 

 That’s what Maya expected from Ranjan. For Maya sexual intercourse means 
being one.Ranjan never gave this oneness, neither physically nor emotionally. With 
Nikhil’s company she decided to say good bye to her uninspiring life. But Nikhil was 
never an optimal to Ranjan. Nikhil’s sweet language was deceiving one, his 
influential requests were hypocrite and just a step to seduce Maya physically. After 
ten days, she knew the news of Nikhil’s engagement to Anshu, a Delhi based girl and 
was shocked to know that she was deceived by him. With the news of Nikhil’s 
engagement all her dreams were shattered. Now she had no choice but to operate in 
the stifling atmosphere of her arranged marriage. Two totally disconnectedpeople 
have to live in the bond of matrimony.  
 

 Who is responsible for Maya’s collapse? Maya herself?Ranjan and his cold 
and frigid attitude towards Maya? Valueless, sex-starved youth like Nikhil who was 
just ready to grab the opportunity? Or age-old, traditional institution of marriage 
which provides a woman a house to live in, financial security and a family on the 
price of her identity, individuality? Sex is the base of marriage. Asin the beginning, 
Kama or the sexual satisfaction is the basic need of life partners. Maya is deprived of 
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sexual desire. Can we blame Maya for establishing illegal relationship with Nikhil? It 
is very clear that in the 21st century, human beings have prospered and 
advancedgreedily but in the institution of marriage, man is still the lord, the master 
and a woman, his life time slave. Ranjan never and never thought that Maya was 
made of flesh and blood and may desire something apart from food and shelter. Maya 
craved for love both emotional and physical which she didn’t get from Ranjan and 
Nikhil sprinkledthese things on her. 

 Through Maya, the novelist wants to show that the specific mentality of men 
is more than suffer to women, the agony of marriage and the long silence that will 
remain forever in the lives of so many Indian women who accept marriage as a fate 
traditionally sanctioned to them. Maya is a representative. Even though woman like 
Maya will try to break the silence, she will have to return once again in the roasting 
atmosphere of marriage. Life is not a sweet dream but a harsh and bitter reality which 
a woman has to suffer silently. Maya has no option but to suffer the loneliness in her 
life. Maya wanted to declare her own identity, she wanted to be aggressive against the 
hypocritical standards of society but her silent scream stuck somewhere in her throat, 
unable to push its way out. 

 Thus ShobhaDe’s women are more developed than their males.Yet in their 
own world, her men have obscure code of tolerantmanliness by which to define 
themselves in their relationship to women that code does not assure success. Men seen 
very passive in response to women: they are indifferent or insensitive, unwilling or 
unable to take action or to accept responsibility for the way things out. Thought in the 
Indian male dominated society women are marginalized by their husbands. 

 To sum up we can say that Shobha De writes about social complexity and 
feminity, her female characters are endowed with a vision which penetrates human 
psyche. They easily output their male counterparts with a bitter control and their 
attitude, longing and expression. Mostly the males are subdued and vulnerable by the 
self assured and self reliant females. In a sense Shobha De is a forerunner of the 
evolving Indian women with her liberated womanhood. 

 At last Shobha De makes Rita remark Sarcastically; 

 “We demand communication, attention…….. arrrey baba, forget it. We all 
should be happy if they (husbands) don’t beat or burn us, torture us, insult us discard 
us, that is all” 
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