
Lokavishkar International E-Journal, ISSN 2277-727X, Vol-04, Issue- 04, Oct-Nov-Dec 2015 

 

 
w w w . l i i r j . o r g                                                      ISSN 2277-727X 

 
Page 16 

Charvaka Philosophical Issues 

Harish R.                                                                                                                

Assistant Professor KSEF College of Education Northern Extension, Sira Gate 

Tumkur -572103, India                                                                                                    

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

It’s one of the philosophical issue based on the schools of charvaka philosophy it is 

also known as materialism the name charvaka also mentioned in mahabaratha and 

Ramayana, the origin of the word charvaka is from the root ‘carva’ which means to 

chew it goes with sutra’s related to earth water fire and air,it is also focused on 

epistemology and also the cosmology in this philosophy of charvaka relates towards 

five elements like earth ,water, fire, mater and aksha, there are two types of charvaka 

first one is dudra and second sushikshit charvaka it also resemble towards the ethics 

regards with sensual pleasure as the ultimate end of life, in this ethical view charvaka 

is a crude individual hedonism, out of the four human values darma, artha, karma, and 

moksha, here drama and moksha are all together rejected in this way charvaka’s are 

hedonist in ethical consideration towards the philosophical issues. 
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INTRODUCTION: 

         Charvaka School of philosophy has been established in India 2000 years ago. 

Charvaka philosophy is also known as materialism. As a gross approach to the 

philosophy of life, charvaka view is believed to be the earliest in the evolution of 

knowledge. One can find references to it even in Rigveda. In the Brahdaranyaka 

Upanishads, the sage Yajnavakya has told the Charvaka determinism has been 

mentioned in Buddhist and Jainism scripts and in Nyayasutra. The name Charvaka is 

also mentioned in Mahabharata and Ramayana. Valmiki has mentioned the Lokayat 

or Charvaka Philosophy. This philosophy is also mentioned in Manu samlusta and 

other ancient scripts. All these references prove that Charvaka philosophy is one of 

the most ancient in India thought.  

MEANING OF THE WORD CHARVAKA: 

         The origin of the word charvaka is not definite. According to some scholars a 

person named Charvaka enunciated the school of philosophy and it is named after 

him. Others considered Charvaka to be the name of the pupil. According to other view 

point, the word Charvaka is derived from the root ‘Carva’ which means to chew or to 

eat. The special emphasis laid on eating and drinking and in this philosophy it 

explains the name given to it. There is yet another point of view. This philosophy is 

very pleasing to our ears (chreu-vak). Therefore it has got the name Charuak. 

Charvaka School is also referred to as ‘Lokayat School’ because it is widely popular 

among the common charvaka. Lokayat are used as synonyms in Indian philosophical 

works. 

             Brahaspathi is heretical teacher, and is regarded as the traditional founder of 

the school. Therefore it is also known as philosophy of Brahaspathi or Brahaspathi 

sutra. 
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              The Brahaspathi is equal with the teacher of the gods who propagated 

materialism among the Asuras so that they might be ruined charvaka after whose 

name the school is so called is said to be the chief discipline of Brahaspathi. 

TEACHING OF MATERIALISM: 

               In the play ‘Prabodha Chandradaya’. Krishnapathi Mishra sums up the 

teaching of Materialism as follows: 

1. Lokayata is the only Shastra. 

2. Perception is the only authority. 

3. Earth, Water, Fire and Air are the only elements. 

4. Mind is only a product of matter. 

5. There is no other world like hell or heaven. 

6. Death means liberalism. 

The sutras of Brahaspathi: 

1. Earth, Water, Fire and Air are the element. 

2. Bodies, senses and objects are the results of the different contribution of 

elements. 

3. Consciousness arises but the conscious body. 

4. The soul is nothing but the conscious body. 

5. Enjoyment is the only end of human life. 

6. Death alone is liberation. 

 

EPISTEMOLOGY AND CHARACTER PHILOSOPHY: 

   The epistemological doctrine of the Charvaka School is that perception (Pratyaksha) 

is the only means of valid knowledge. What is arrived is by means of direct 

perception is the truth and that alone exists. What is not perceivable is non-existence 

for the simple reason that it is not perceived. 

        Perception is the only testimony originally, they equated perception with 

visibility, but of towards they widened its scope and maintained five types of 

perception based on five senses. Perception is further divided into two categories – 

internal and internal perception. External perception comes through the contact of the 

external senses with objects. Internal perception depends upon external perception. 

Inner actions of the mind are based upon material received through external 

perception. But all perception is not authoritative and authentic.  

The Charvaka philosophy rejects inferences. According to them testimony of others is 

of no value. Analogy cannot account for inference and therefore inference is invalid. 

        According to Charvaka philosophy sense perception is the only form of 

knowledge, matter becomes the only reality. It alone is cognizable by the senses. 

What is material is real. The ultimate principles are the four elements- earth, water, 

fire and air. 
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CHARVAKA PHILOSOPHY AND COSMOLOGY: 

      Already it has been said that Charvaka philosophy is materialistic. Perception is 

the only authority for them. Therefore the Charvakas recognize no other except that of 

matter. They do not believe in God, soul, heaven, next world eternity of life etc., 

because they cannot be perceived. 

      The Indian philosophers think the universe originated of 5 elements- earth, water, 

fire our and oether (Akasha). The charvakas do not believe in what so ever that is not 

perceived. Akasha cannot be perceived. Hence they do not recognize it. 

      Therefore, the whole universe to compare of 4 elements –earth, water, air and fire. 

Living being is born of them and they merge into them after death. 

1. Charvakas do not believe in the existence of immortal soul. According to them 

consciousness is the quality of body. It does not exist separately from the 

body. 

2. The combination of the four elements termed as body. Consciousness is 

produced by contribution of these four elements. 

3. There are two types of Charvaka 

a) Dhurda Charvaka 

b) Sushikshit Charvaka 

 

Dhurda Charvaka considers the conscious body to be the soul; with that body it exists 

and with that body it perishes. 

The Sushikshit Charvakas believe in the separate existence of body. The soul has 

external knowledge and enjoys different experience but it perishes with the body. The 

soul does not migrate from one body to another. Thus the sushikshit Charvaka is 

Dehatmavadin i.e., those who identify body and soul and the other is Indrailnauadin, 

because they consider the senses to be the soul. Some regard the soul as vital principle 

(prana) and they are called as Pranavidin. Still some other say mind and soul are same 

and they are called as Ahravadin. 

All these Charvakas say that soul does not survive. Therefore they do not believe in 

hill, rebirth, heaven karma etc. 

CHARVAKA ETHICS: 

    In Ethics, the Charvaka regards sensual pleasure as the ultimate end of life. Eat, 

drink and be marry for once the body is reduced to aches, there I no hope of coming 

back here again. There is no other world. There is no soul. 

      The ethics of the Charavaka is a crude individual hedonism. Out of the four 

human values Dharma, Artha, Karma and Moksha only Karma has sensual pleasure is 

regarded as the end and Artha is regarded as the means to realize that end while 

Dharma and Moksha are altogether rejected. 

      Pleasure cannot be rejected on account of its complicity with pain. In this way the 

Charvakas are hedonists in their ethical consideration. 
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CONCLUSION:  

    All the charvaka principles contain some element of truth. The chief mistake lies in 

their one sided view as the most superior and complete. This philosophy is bitterly 

criticized for its denial of all human values which make worth living. Life without 

values is the animal life not the human life. It simply over emphasizes sensual 

pleasure. Another reason for the downfall of Charvaka philosophy in rejection of God 

is also another reason for its downfall. Thus their philosophy aims at ones individual 

enjoyment neglecting social norms at that time. 
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