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ABSTRACT 

The National Education Policy (NEP-2020) represents a transformative 

framework for revitalizing India’s education system by integrating traditional knowledge 

with modern scientific approaches. One of the central objectives of NEP-2020 is the 

promotion of Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS), which encompass the intellectual 

traditions, philosophical insights, scientific contributions, and cultural heritage developed 

in India over centuries. In this context, college libraries play a crucial role as knowledge 

repositories and learning facilitators in preserving, disseminating, and promoting Indian 

knowledge traditions. 

This research paper examines the role of college libraries in promoting Indian 

Knowledge Systems through resource development, digital preservation, curriculum 

support, research facilitation, and community outreach initiatives. It highlights how 

academic libraries can serve as platforms for integrating traditional knowledge sources 

such as ancient texts, manuscripts, regional literature, philosophical works, and 

indigenous knowledge practices into modern academic discourse. The study also 

emphasizes the importance of library digitization, institutional repositories, open access 

initiatives, and information literacy programs for enhancing the accessibility of IKS 

resources. 

Furthermore, the paper discusses the challenges faced by college libraries in 

promoting IKS, including lack of awareness, limited digital infrastructure, and 

insufficient documentation of indigenous knowledge. It proposes strategic 

recommendations such as establishing IKS resource centres, digitization of traditional 

manuscripts, collaborative research projects, and integration of IKS resources into 

academic curricula. 

The study concludes that college libraries can become dynamic knowledge hubs 

for preserving India’s intellectual heritage and promoting interdisciplinary learning, 

thereby contributing significantly to the successful implementation of NEP-2020. 
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1.  INTRODUCTION 

India possesses one of the richest intellectual traditions in the world. From ancient 

philosophical systems such as Vedanta, Nyaya, and Yoga to scientific achievements in 

mathematics, astronomy, medicine, metallurgy, and architecture, Indian civilization has 
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contributed significantly to global knowledge. These intellectual traditions collectively 

form what is known as Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS). 

The National Education Policy (NEP-2020) recognizes the importance of 

integrating these knowledge traditions into modern education. The policy highlights the 

need to promote India's cultural and intellectual heritage and encourages educational 

institutions to incorporate indigenous knowledge into teaching, research, and community 

engagement. 

 

In this context, college libraries play a pivotal role in preserving and promoting 

Indian Knowledge Systems. Libraries are not merely repositories of books but are 

dynamic centres of learning, research, and cultural preservation. Through the acquisition, 

organization, digitization, and dissemination of knowledge resources, college libraries 

can facilitate access to traditional knowledge and encourage scholarly exploration. 

The integration of Indian Knowledge Systems into higher education requires 

systematic efforts in collection development, digitization of manuscripts, academic 

collaboration, and information literacy programs. College libraries are uniquely 

positioned to lead these initiatives by acting as bridges between traditional knowledge 

sources and modern academic environments. 

 

2.  INDIAN KNOWLEDGE SYSTEMS AND NEP-2020 

Indian Knowledge Systems refer to the diverse intellectual traditions developed in 

India across disciplines such as philosophy, literature, medicine, mathematics, 

agriculture, architecture, and environmental science. 

NEP-2020 emphasizes the importance of promoting India’s knowledge heritage 

through education. The policy encourages educational institutions to incorporate 

traditional knowledge with contemporary scientific perspectives, thereby fostering a 

holistic learning environment. 

Some key aspects of NEP-2020 related to Indian Knowledge Systems include: 

• Integration of Indian knowledge traditions into the curriculum 

• Promotion of Sanskrit and classical languages 

• Preservation and digitization of ancient manuscripts 

• Encouragement of interdisciplinary research on traditional knowledge 

• Development of institutions and centres dedicated to Indian Knowledge Systems 

 

College libraries can play a central role in implementing these objectives by 

ensuring availability, accessibility, and preservation of relevant knowledge resources. 

 

3.  ROLE OF COLLEGE LIBRARIES IN PROMOTING IKS 

3.1  Collection Development and Resource Acquisition 

One of the primary responsibilities of college libraries is the development of 

relevant knowledge collections. Libraries can support Indian Knowledge Systems by 

acquiring: 

• Ancient scriptures and classical literature 

• Books on Indian philosophy and cultural traditions 

• Research publications on traditional knowledge 

• Digital resources related to Indian heritage 
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By developing specialized collections on Indian Knowledge Systems, college 

libraries can support teaching and research activities in this domain. 

 

3.2  Preservation of Manuscripts and Traditional Knowledge 

India possesses a vast collection of ancient manuscripts written on palm leaves, 

birch bark, and handmade paper. These manuscripts contain valuable information related 

to medicine, astronomy, mathematics, philosophy, and art. College libraries can 

contribute to preserving this heritage through: 

• Manuscript conservation programs 

• Digitization of rare documents 

• Creation of digital archives 

• Collaboration with national manuscript missions 

 

Digitization helps ensure long-term preservation while also improving 

accessibility for researchers. 

 

3.3  Digital Libraries and Institutional Repositories 

Digital technology has transformed the way knowledge is preserved and 

disseminated. College libraries can develop digital repositories that provide access to 

Indian Knowledge Systems resources. Institutional repositories can include: 

• Research papers related to IKS 

• Digitized manuscripts and rare books 

• Audio-visual resources on traditional knowledge 

• Conference proceedings and scholarly publications 

Digital libraries help bridge the gap between traditional knowledge sources and 

modern research communities. 

 

3.4  Supporting Research and Academic Programs 

College libraries can play an active role in promoting research on Indian 

Knowledge Systems. Libraries can support research by: 

• Providing specialized reference services 

• Organizing workshops and seminars 

• Facilitating access to research databases 

• Supporting interdisciplinary research projects 

Research support services encourage students and scholars to explore the 

relevance of traditional knowledge in modern contexts. 

 

3.5 Information Literacy and Awareness Programs 

Information literacy programs help students develop skills to identify, evaluate, 

and use information effectively. Libraries can conduct awareness programs on Indian 

Knowledge Systems to promote understanding of India’s intellectual heritage. Such 

programs may include: 

• Lecture series on Indian knowledge traditions 

• Workshops on manuscript studies 
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• Exhibitions of rare books and cultural materials 

• Orientation programs for students and faculty 

These activities create awareness and encourage engagement with traditional 

knowledge sources. 

 

3.6  Community Outreach and Knowledge Dissemination 

College libraries can extend their services beyond campus boundaries through 

community outreach initiatives. Libraries can organize activities such as: 

• Public lectures on Indian cultural heritage 

• Reading programs on classical literature 

• Exhibitions on Indian scientific achievements 

• Knowledge sharing programs with schools and local communities 

These initiatives help promote Indian Knowledge Systems among the wider 

public. 

 

4.  Challenges in Promoting Indian Knowledge Systems 

Despite the growing emphasis on Indian Knowledge Systems, several challenges 

remain: 

Lack of Awareness 

Many students and researchers are not aware of the depth and relevance of 

traditional knowledge sources. 

Limited Access to Manuscripts 

Many valuable manuscripts remain inaccessible due to lack of proper cataloguing 

and digitization. 

Resource Constraints 

College libraries often face financial and infrastructural limitations that restrict 

their ability to develop specialized collections. 

Language Barriers 

Many classical texts are written in Sanskrit, Prakrit, or regional languages, 

making them difficult to access for modern readers. 

 

Addressing these challenges requires collaborative efforts among libraries, 

academic institutions, and government agencies. 

 

5.  STRATEGIES FOR STRENGTHENING THE ROLE OF LIBRARIES IN 

IKS PROMOTION 

To effectively promote Indian Knowledge Systems, college libraries should adopt 

the following strategies: 

• Establish Indian Knowledge Systems Resource Centres within libraries 

• Digitize manuscripts and rare books 

• Develop open access repositories for IKS resources 

• Encourage interdisciplinary research collaborations 

• Integrate IKS resources into teaching and learning activities 

• Organize workshops, seminars, and exhibitions on traditional knowledge 
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These initiatives can significantly enhance the visibility and accessibility of 

Indian knowledge traditions. 

 

6.  CONCLUSION 

Indian Knowledge Systems represent the intellectual wealth of India’s 

civilization. The National Education Policy-2020 provides a visionary framework for 

revitalizing these knowledge traditions and integrating them into modern education. 

College libraries have a critical role in achieving this vision. By preserving 

traditional knowledge resources, facilitating research, promoting awareness, and 

leveraging digital technologies, libraries can serve as custodians of India’s intellectual 

heritage. 

In the era of digital transformation, college libraries must evolve into dynamic 

knowledge centres that bridge ancient wisdom with modern scholarship. Through 

strategic initiatives and collaborative efforts, libraries can contribute significantly to the 

promotion of Indian Knowledge Systems and support the broader objectives of NEP-

2020. 

Ultimately, the success of NEP-2020 in revitalizing Indian knowledge traditions 

depends on the active participation of academic libraries in preserving, disseminating, 

and promoting India’s rich intellectual heritage. 
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