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1 Gandhi, whose death anniversary falls on Saturday,
g human being. He led his country to freedom and helped destroy the
 Brish Empire. Little wonder India worshipped
a8 the Mahatma - “Great Soul", Inthe west he is viewed as a near-perfect
combination of compassion, bravery and w

, and still worships him,

But Gandhi was also puritan and a misogynist who helped ensure that India
temains one of the most sexually repressed nations on earth - and, by and

large, adreadful place to be born female, George Orwel,in his 1949 essay
Reflections on Gandhi, said that *saints should always be judged guilty until

they are proved innocent’, If only

Both Gandhi and his hagiographers claimed he viewed women as equal to

men, pointing to hisinclusion of women in India's independence struggle.
He celebrated non-violent protest as a 1e" principle, nev
masculine brutalty of British rule. But his sexual hang-ups caused him to
carry monstrously sexist views. His view of the female body was warped. As
accounted by Rita Banerii, in her book Sex and Power,“hebelieved

mefstruation was a manifestaton o the dstorton ofa woman's soul by her

alising the

ors. Gandhi responded by
cutting the irls' hair off. to ensure the *sinner's eve” was
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374. LETTER TO M. ABDUL GANI
AS AT BANGALORE,
August 11, 1927
DEAR FRIEND,

I have your letter for which I thank you. Probably before you
knew even the existence of Rangila Rasul, 1 wrote very strongly
against it in the pages of Young India. This was 3 years ago. I have
taken no part in the present controversy because I do not approve of
the tremendous agitation that has been got up after the judgment in
the Rangila Rasul case. 1 think that the attack upon the judge is
unfortunate. He may have committed an error of judgment, but surely
has betrayed no prejudice. I understand he condemned the pamphlet
in unmeasured terms. He simply thought that the law itself was not
enough to bring the author of the pamphlet under its purview. The
agitation for altering the law is sound, but the alteration will take place
with or without agitation if the law is found to be defective.

Yours sincerely,

M. K. GANDHI
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Approximately 86 years age, a similar incident took place. A young, illiterate man |lim-
ud-din killed a Hindu named Rajpal for publishing a book ridiculing the Prophet.
Sentenced according to the prevailing laws, he was hanged in Mianwali jail.

Placing his body in the grave with teary eyes, Igbal, the highly esteemed Muslim poet
proclaimed: “Asi wekhde reh gaye, aye Tarkhaana da munda baazi le gaya” (We kept
sitting idle while this carpenter’s son took the lead).

This statement came from the national poet of Pakistan, the man said to have
reconstructed the Islamic thought according to the modern needs. He implied that it was
the responsibility of all the Muslims to kill Rajpal but it was lim-ud-din who fulfilled the
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